This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application, 

1. (Currently amended): A method of searching a plurality of content repositories, 
comprising: 

providing for the representation of the plurality of content repositories as a virtual content 
repository (VCR); 

searching the VCR for information that satisfies a search expression; 
providing search results; and- 

wherein the VCR includes a common content model and namespac e; and wherein each 
one,,,of,,M..plmality,,, of content repositories , m 

compatible with the V CR and such that the SPI interfaces between the VC R and me content 
repMspries. 

2. (Canceled). 

3. (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein searching the VCR includes: 

searching each of the plurality of content repositories. 

4. (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein: 

the search expression can include at least one of: a logical expression, a Boolean 
operator, a nested expression, an object name, a function/method calf a mathematical function, a 
mathematical operator, a string operator, an image operator, and Structured Query Language 
(SQL). 

5. (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein providing search results includes: 

combining the results of searching each one of the plurality of content repositories 

6. (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein providing search results includes: 

caching the search results. 
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7. (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein providing for the representation of the plurality of 
content repositories as a VCR includes: 

extending the content: model to include information in the plurality of content 
repositories; and 

wherein the namespace spans the plurality of content repositories. 

8. (Original): The method of claim 7 wherein: 

the content model provides a uniform representation of content for the plurality of 
content repositories. 

9. (Original ): The method of claim I wherein: 

the VCR includes a set of content information and a set of schema information. 

10. (Original): The method of claim 9 wherein searching the VCR. for information includes: 

searching the set of content information and the set of schema information. 

1 1. (Currently amended): A method of searching a plurality of content repositories, 
comprising: 

providing for the representation of the plurality of content repositories as a virtual content 
repository (VCR); 

searching the VCR for information that satisfies a search expression, 
providing search results; and 

wherein each one of the plurality of content repositories implements a service provider 
interface (SP1) compatible with the VCR and such that the SPI interfaces between the VCR and 
the-, content repositories. 

12. (Original): The method of claim 1 1 wherein searching the VCR includes: 

searching each of the plurality of content repositories. 

13. (Original): The method of claim 11 wherein: 

the search expression can include at least one of: a logical expression, a Boolean 
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operator, a nested expression, an object name, a function/method call, a mathematical function, a 
mathematical operator, a string operator, an image operator, and Structured Query Language 
(SQL). 

14. (Original): The method of claim 1 1 wherein providing search results includes: 

combining the results of searching each one of the plurality of content repositories. 

1 5. (Original): The method of claim 1 1 wherein providing search results includes: 

caching the search results. 

16. (Original ): The method of claim 1 1 wherein providing for the representation of the plurality 
of content repositories as a VCR includes: 

extending a VCR content mode! to include information in the plurality of content 
repositories; and 

providing a hierarchi cal namespace spanning the plurality of content repositories. 

1 7. (Origi nal) . The method of claim 16 wherein: 

the content model provides a uniform representation of content for the plurality of 
content repositories. 

18. (Original): The method of claim 11 wherein: 

the VCR includes a set of content information and a set of schema information. 

19. (Original): The method of claim 18 wherein searching the V CR for information includes: 

searching the set of content information and the set of schema information. 

20. -28. (Canceled). 

29. (Currently amended): A rnethod of seardnng a pjurality of. ...conteni... repOAiMi.es,. 
comprising ; A comput e r data -sign a l- embodied tn-a- trans ml s ^ion 
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a-code-segment including instructions in.a.cgde.segmeiH- to provide for the representation 
of a plurality of content repositories as a virtual content repository (VCR); 

a code segment including instructions sn a code s eg me nt, to search the VCR for 
information that satisfies a search expression; 

a cod e - se gment including instruction ; in a l« 1 mem. to provide search results; and 

wherein each one of the plurality of content repositories implements a service provider 
interface (SPl) compatmV v\tth the \tR o> n N , k U R nd 

the content repositories. 

30. (Currently amended): The meth od er-d-ata ignal of claim 29 further comprising: 

a - ced e- s -e gm e n - t including instruction- 1 ;. It set te it to search each of the plurality of 
content repositories. 

3 1 . (Currently amended): The method com put er data signal of claim 29 wherein: 

the search expression can include at least one of: a logical expression, a Boolean 
operator, a nested expression, an object name, a function/method call, a mathematical function, a 
mathematical operator, a string operator, an image operator, and Structured Query Language 
(SQL). 

32. (Currently amended): The method computer -data- a gu-al- of claim 29, further comprising: 

a-eede- s egmeat including instructions in a code segment to combine the results of 
searching each one of the plurality of content repositories. 

33. (Currently amended); The method eempn-te ; taJ of claim 29, further comprising: 

a ' Codes e gm e- nt including instructions ina.coiie.segment to cache the search results. 

34. (Currently amended) fhet m t ta - s i gnal of claim 29, further com prising: 

a-eede-segmerrt including instruaums in a u dc ,e_- icm to extend a VCR content model 
to include information in the plurality of content repositories: and 

a code segment including instructions in a cod. se gmi it to provide a hierarchical 
namespace spanning the plurality of content repositories. 
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35. (Currently amended): The method e empnter data mgjad of claim 34 wherein: 

the content mode! provides a uniform representation of content for the plurality of 
content repositories. 

36. (Currently amended); I Ik n \ i >d i h mi ?ei 4; i • s- gna-1 of claim 2° wherein 

the VCR includes a set of content information and a set of schema information. 

37. (Currently amended): The method computer data: signal of claim 29, further comprising: 

a-code-segm^nt including instructions in a code segment to search the set of content 
information and the set of schema information. 
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